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Crew had released two reports Vanishing Stripes (1999) and 
Vanishing Stripes-II (2000) to issue the firm warning that 
Tiger's survival is threatened by poaching and loss of prey-
base. Our forests are shrinking at an alarming pace. Human 
pressure on forest is immense due to rapidly increasing popu-
lation. The situation gets aggravated by reckless destruction 
of green cover by the timber and the mining mafia. Forest land 
is also getting rapidly encroached. Unhindered grazing, minor 
forest produce and firewood collection are also activities add-
ing to the crisis. 

Though the number of tigers in the country have gone up, 
the fact remains that Our forests are shrinking at an alarming 
pace. Human pressure on forest is immense due to rapidly 
increasing population. It is important to save the tiger in its 
natural habitat. 

SAVE 
TIGERS

A Souvenir to mark the 
Central Indian Highlands Wildlife Film Festival 2012

Produced by CREW
Crusade for Revival of Environment and Wildlife

(exclusively for in-house circulation)

Reg. address: 34, Sagar Garden Homes, Chuna Bhatti, Kolar Road, Bhopal 462016; Phone 0755-2421183; 
email: crewfortigers@gmail.com; website: http://cihfestival.in/
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CENTRAL INDIAN HIGHLANDS
 
Located to the south of Vindhya hill range, the Central Indian Highlands include the states of 
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, parts of eastern Maharashtra as well as some parts of northern 
Andhra Pradesh. The forests in this area are categorized as Tropical and Subtropical Dry Broad-
leaf Forest.

                                                                           
 
 

Satpura-Maikal Landscape
 
The Central Indian Satpura-Maikal Landscape (SML) is the region surrounding Satpura in West 
and Maikal hill ranges in East. The major carnivores here are the tiger, leopard and sloth bear. 
This region is famous for the hard ground barasingha. The herbivores are represented by gaur, 
sambar, cheetal and barking deer. Other common faunal species are wild pig, jackal and common 
langur. The area also supports rich avifauna. The region is a part of the dispersal bridge which 
connects the Eastern Himalayas with the Western Ghats. These are some of the most productive 
habitats for tiger and its prey species in the Indian subcontinent.
 
SML has in it many of India’s best known protected forests. Many of the PAs here have been 
synonymous with the tiger. Put together, around 17 per cent of the world’s tigers are found in the 
landscape. Any improvement of the habitats here would not only benefit the tiger and its prey, but 
more importantly will directly help the millions of humans who depend on these forests as a water 
as well as for non-timber forest produce (NTFP), herbs and traditional medicines among others.
 
Project Tiger
 
The Central Indian Highlands have remained a perfect habitat for the Tiger that sits at the apex of 
the biotic pyramid. Due to growing human population and the man-animal conflict the tigers are 
now threatened in their own habitat. To save tigers from extinction, “Project Tiger” was launched in 
1973 with an objective “to ensure maintenance of a viable population of tigers in India for scientific, 
economic, aesthetic, cultural and ecological values, and to preserve for all times, areas of biologi-
cal importance as a national heritage for the benefit, education and enjoyment of the people”.
 
The network of tiger reserves include the Central Indian Highlands of Madhya Pradesh, Chattis-
garh, and Maharashtra, and the plateau of Chota Nagpur (Jharkhand), the hilly tropical and ever-
green forests of Orissa, the evergreen forests of Western Ghats in Kerala and Karnataka, the dry 
deciduous forests of Andhra Pradesh and the Southern moist deciduous forests of Tamil Nadu, 
high mountainous terrains of Arunachal Pradesh, the heavy rainfall areas of Assam and West Ben-
gal, the estuarine mangroves of Sunderbans, the dry forests of Rajasthan, and the foothills of the 

THE CENTRAL INDIAN HIGHLANDS ARE RICH IN BIO-
LOGICAL AND CULTURAL DIVERSITY AND ENCOM-
PASS UNIQUE FEATURES OF EXCEPTIONALLY PRIS-

TINE NATURE.   
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Himalayas in Uttaranchal, Uttar Pradesh and Bihar.
 
For the purpose of management, the tiger reserves are constituted on a ‘core’- ‘buffer’ strategy. In 
the core area, forestry operations, collection of non-timber forest produce, grazing, human settle-
ment and other biotic disturbances are not allowed, and is singularly oriented towards conserva-
tion. The buffer zone is managed as a ‘multiple use area’, with conservation oriented land use, 
having the twin objectives of ensuring habitat supplement to the spillover population of wild ani-
mals from the core, apart from providing site specific eco-developmental inputs to fringe dwelling, 
stake holder communities. The main thrust of the project is protection and mitigation of deleterious 
human impacts with a view to comprehensively revive the natural ecosystem in the reserves.
 

Narmada River
 
The Narmada River flows in a rift valley flowing west between the Satpura and Vindhya ranges 
constituting a large part of the Central Indian Highlands. It flows through the states of Madhya 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, and Gujarat.Only if the biodiversity and the forest in the catchments of the 
Narmada River remain protected, the river and its tributaries would be charged perennially and 
adequate water would be available to irrigate our fields. Conservation and protection of this huge 
biospehere is necessary for survival of humankind.
 
 
The Central Indian Highlands are rich in biological and cultural diversity and encompass unique 
features of exceptionally pristine nature. Due to the availability of plenty of minerals and increased 
efforts to exploit them, the region might see more serious conflicts of development versus locals 
and wildlife in future.

In this backdrop, the goal of CREW is to create awareness and work for conservation of this won-
derful landscape and its immense biological diversity and wildlife, along with the cultural heritage. 
CREW is committed to fostering economic and human development which is culturally and eco-
logically sustainable and to provide support for research, monitoring, education and information 
exchange. The Central Indian Highlands Wildlife Film Festival is an attempt aimed at using the 
creative media to build greater awareness for the sake of conservation and protection of ecology 
and wildlife.

Ram Bhuwan Singh Kushwaha

Editor
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CIHWFF2012
Central Indian Highlands Wildlife Film Festival 2012 has been organised in Bhopal, the capital of 
the central Indian State of Madhya Pradesh, on the theme “Tiger Habitat”. The idea is to showcase 
Satpura-Maikal ranges to build a national-level campaign among students and youth and create 
greater awareness about nature and wildlife, which is so crucial for survival of humankind.
The wildlife wing of Madhya Pradesh Forest Department, Environmental Planning and Coordi-
nation Organisation, Madhya Pradesh Ecotourism Development Board, Sanctuary Asia, CMS 
Vatavaran, National Institute of Technical Teachers' Training and Research, Bhopal and Regional 
Museum of Natural History are associated with CREW in organising this Festival.

KIDS FOR TIGERS -A SANCTUARY ASIA PROGRAMME
     
There was a huge turnout of school students, who joined the Kids for Tigers rally in Bhopal--a 
Sanctuary Tiger Programme--on January 27 to raise their voice for the cause of tigers. Students 
from more than half a dozen schools marched on the road from Palash Residency Hotel to Poly-
technic square at rush hour and converged at Priyadarshini Park, where they took part in a rally 
addressed by the state Chief Wildlife Warden Dr. H.S. Pabla. Kids for Tigers, Bhopal along with 
CREW organised the event to carry forward the spirit of wildlife conservation and awareness about 
the importance of saving the tiger and its forests.

THREE-DAY WORKSHOP

A 3-day workshop linked with Central Indian Highlands Wildlife Film Festival was held from Janu-
ary 27 to January 29. On the first day of the workshop the participants from Asian College of 
Journalism (Chennai), Symbiosis Institute of Media and Communication (Pune), People's Univer-
sity and Makhanlal National University of Journalism (Bhopal) attended an introductory session at 
National Insitute of Technical Teachers' Training and Research. This was followed by a visit to Van 
Vihar National Park in Bhopal. The next day, everyone drove to Churna in Satpra Tiger Reserve (a 
five-hour road journey from Bhopal). The participants had the opportunity of going on an elephant 
safari and shooting nature and wildlife in the dense forest.

CREW

CREW is a society registered in 1997 under the Madhya Pradesh Society Registration Act 1973. 
CREW is Central India's primary centre for policy and enforcement regarding conservation and 
management of natural resources, wildlife and biodiversity. The Central Indian States of Madhya 
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh have distinctive characteristics that set this region apart from other 
areas of the Indian sub-continent. Besides the wealth of natural resources-both forest and mineral-
-some of the most important archaeological sites, dating back to ten thousand years are located in 
Madhya Pradesh.
 
CREW uses the visual media and releases b-rolls in digital broadcast quality format on crucial 
environment related issues to different sections of the media for direct relay and wider dissemina-
tion of knowledge and information relating to natural environment and factors threatening environ-
mental balance. As a major initiative to build awareness regarding the importance of wetlands and 
their conservation, Crew launched an awareness campaign with its documentary "water Birds of 
Bhopal" shot mainly around Van Vihar National Park, a huge wetland recognized by the Ramsar 
Convention as an important wetland site in Central India.
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CREW has continued to campaign for the protection of environment, biodiversity, wildlife, forest 
cover, endangered species and wetlands.
CREW is concerned about a number of risks and practices threatening forests, wildlife, wetlands 
and the environment.
 These threats include:
• Disintegration of natural habitats and the remaining forest corridors due to rapid develop-
ment and human pressure.
• Pollution due to the reckless dumping and disposal of waste and the destruction of the eco-
system and the threat to aquatic and avian species.
• Destruction of natural habitats because of unlawful mining, logging of timber, grazing, man-
made forest fires, large-scale commercial exploitation of minor forest produce, use of chemical 
pesticides, and fishing practices.

•Crew released two reports Vanishing Stripes-I (1999) and Vanishing Stripes-II (2000) to issue the 
firm warning that Tiger's survival is threatened by poaching and loss of prey-base.
•These reports reveal the gravity of the problem and point out how gravely the tiger is threatened 
in one of its most fantastic habitats.

    Our Associates

The wildlife wing of Madhya Pradesh Forest Department, National Institute of Technical 
Teachers’ Training and Research, Regional Museum of Natural History, Sanctuary Asia, 
CMS Vatavaran, Kids for Tigers and Madhya Pradesh Ecotourism Board have collaborat-
ed and joined hands with CREW to organise Indian Highlands Wildlife Film Festival 2012
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         FORESTS AND HUMAN PRESSURE

-Lalit Shastri
Our forests are shrinking at an alarming pace. Human pressure on forest is immense due to rap-
idly increasing population. The situation gets aggravated by reckless destruction of green cover by 
the timber and the mining mafia. Forest land is also getting rapidly encroached. Unhindered graz-
ing, minor forest produce and firewood collection are also activities adding to the crisis.

We are now confronted with a national crisis. It is important to save the tiger in its natural habitat. 
The tiger sits at the apex of the biotic pyramid and is an important link in the entire food chain. The 
tiger will be safe in the wild only when there is prey-base. This would in turn depend on the sur-
vival of the flora, i.e. grasses, fruit bearing trees, herbs, shrubs and the water bodies along with all 
other factors linked with the natural habitat. Only then our rivers would be perennial and the under-
ground water would remain charged.

                                                                   
Madhya Pradesh once was very rich in wildlife as well as in forest cover. There was a time when 
population was less and as a result pressure on forest for timber and firewood was reasonable. 
Gradually the population increased putting ever-increasing pressure on the forests both for timber 
as well as firewood. Successive governments have not shown the desired will to control illegal log-
ging or encroachments on forest land. The fact that ecological protection gets only lip service and 
skin-deep concern is clearly brought out by the fact that there is no national cooking fuel policy. 
This despite the fact that nearly 80 per cent of the country's population still lives in villages or in 
small towns and uses firewood for the domestic requirement that is met through illegal or irregular 
over exploitation of existing forest resources.

Studies on environmental consequences have revealed that firewood extraction is one of the ma-
jor reasons for depletion of forests. The firewood problem is worst compounded since the forests 
are not distributed uniformly all over the State to meet the requirements of the people. While the 
southern and eastern parts of the State have more area under forests, the South-Eastern parts 
lack forests.

Firewood extraction is one of the major causes of the rapid depletion of forests. What adds to 
the firewood problem is the fact that successive Governments have failed to provide any viable 
alternative to firewood, for example coal, biomass or biogas energy. Consequently, the massive 
requirement of firewood continues to be met from the already dwindling forests. We have reached 
the present scenario where the Government has permitted the use of precious timber in the name 
of firewood at the cost of ecology and the already reduced forest cover. 

Permanent pastures constitute only about 6 per cent of the land and are too insufficient to sustain 

FIREWOOD EXTRACTION IS ONE OF THE MAJOR CAUSES OF THE 
RAPID DEPLETION OF FORESTS. WHAT ADDS TO THE FIREWOOD 

PROBLEM IS THE FACT THAT WE HAVE FAILED TO PROVIDE ANY VI-
ABLE ALTERNATIVE TO FIREWOOD, FOR EXAMPLE COAL OR BIO-

GAS ENERGY.  
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millions of cattle heads in the State as well as the cattle coming from the neighboring States of Ra-
jasthan and Gujarat during the drought season. According to authentic assessment by State agen-
cies, due to excessive pressure on forest, about 50 per cent forestland in Madhya Pradesh has 
become degraded or depleted. The people are encouraged to cut forests or encroach and settle 
on forest land. 

The requirement of wood for buildings and furniture is the next major burden on the forest cover. 
Most of this requirement is met either through legal logging by the forest department, which has to 
show ever-increasing revenue year after year, or through illicit logging, which is a more damaging 
problem since there is nothing scientific about it. An illicit logger does not see which tree is to be 
cut and which is to be saved for future.

If there had been any concern either at the Center or the State level there would have been a 
sharp control on the use of timber for furniture and construction purposes since alternative materi-
als are now readily available. There is also a firm opinion that if the saw mills could be banned and 
sawing of' wood and timber could be nationalized, much of the illegal logging could get controlled 
because it is at the saw mills that the plastic surgery to convert the illicitly felled logs is performed 
to convert them into undistinguishable sawn timber, which cannot be linked to its stump in the for-
est. 

Whatever remains of the forest cover is further threatened through the cancerous growth of the so-
called forest villages deep inside the forests because these are the nodal points that provide vital 
information and help to poachers and illicit loggers. 

The situation on the forest front is aggravated further by destruction of forests through shifting 
cultivation, their burning for getting better tendu leaves (used for rolling Bidis) or improved sal seed 
collection (the Sal seeds are consumed by the chocolate industry as a raw material) or organized 
fires for destroying evidence of illicit logging or lack of performance in State sponsored plantations.

WATER CRISIS

Water conservationists have reached the conclusion that “a lot more water is now flowing into 
the rivers during the rainy season since the forests were either dying a slow death or were being 
systematically destroyed.” As a result, a vast area of land was loosing its porosity and most of the 
rain, instead of generating the underground resources, was washing away the top soil and flow-
ing into the rivers and tributaries that were getting flooded in the process. Recurring floods are a 
reminder that it is important to identify and build low cost `bunds' (dams) across river beds that re-
main dry for most part of the year instead of concentrating on major and minor irrigation schemes. 
Moreover, what is being lost sight of by those in authority is that reducing the flow of water into the 
big dams by bringing maximum catchment area under forests can control the intensity of floods. 
What is even more important is that the Forest Conservation Act should be made more stringent in 
order to protect the existing forest cover. If concrete steps are not taken in this direction, the Nar-
mada basin as well as other areas are bound to be flooded during the normal monsoon period and 
for remaining part of the year dry river beds would become a common sight.

WILDLIFE FIGHTING A LOSING BATTLE

Wild life experts and environmentalists are seriously concerned as most of the wildlife species, 
once so prolific, are today fighting a losing battle for their survival. Their existence is vital to human 
existence because they work as vital links in the ecological chain of balance and survival.
Human disrespect and lack of concern for other forms of life and species has led to the interna-
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tional demand for the skins, bones and flesh of even those species which such human lack of con-
cern has already brought to the levels of endangered species even in the Protected Areas. Wildlife 
activists and naturalists express their concern, cite statistics and relate grim scenarios to explain 
the need to save and protect whatever remains today of some of the most magnificent forms of 
wildlife.

Skin, bones, horns do not have local markets. These require networks, extending till the so-called 
forest villages located deep inside the forests where in return for money, the locals provide infor-
mation concerning the availability, location, forest tracks, salt licks and water points frequented by 
the animals on the hit lists of the gangs-operated by influential kingpins. They purchase the ser-
vices of locals through attractive monetary gains and use their help and resources for flaying the 
skins, for cutting the bones, for packing these articles for transporting them and ultimately reaching 
them to their desired destinations. Thousands of rupees are spent by such illicit traffickers of wild-
life for maintaining this clandestine infrastructure but millions are made through ultimate marketing 
of these. 

The authorities also need to demonstrate adequate action to ensure that the so-called crop pro-
tection guns, licensed by the thousands in each district, do not get converted into instruments of 
wildlife destruction. 

In this scenario wildlife could be saved only through punitive action and use of their influence and 
clout by the powerful nations to see that the trade in products based on wildlife comes to an end 
and the use of the might of the State to demonstrate its political will to see that the protected forest 
areas get really protected by agencies that have the manpower, means, communication, exper-
tise and the commitment to show results. It is rather unfortunate that out of the billions of rupees 
that the different States are earning through the so-called scientific State controlled working of 
forests and several times more that are being lost through illegal logging and illegal trade, some 
fund could not get earmarked or found for a Central Wildlife Protection Force with resources of its 
own to provide security cover to the protected forest areas and the ability and expertise to take 
up investigations of all forest and wildlife related offences. Such organization alone can have the 
time, resources and commitment to reveal all aspects of conspiratorial conduct which permits illicit 
logging, illicit transport through various barriers on the roads, illicit sawing at the saw mills and the 
ultimate sharing of the booty between the kingpins and the concerned authorities.

WILDLIFE UNDER SIEGE

There is tardy progress in terms of the whole exercise to relocate the so-called forest villages ly-
ing deep inside the reserved forests. These villages are also operating as a nucleus for poaching 
because it is from here that the professional poachers get information concerning the presence of 
wildlife. It is these persons who trap the wild animals by locating their water holes and mating ar-
eas and then informing the professional poachers for a price which ultimately leads to the destruc-
tion of wildlife.

A kill at the water point or a kill during the mating season-does not kill only one animal but gener-
ally kills a whole family and destroys their way of life. As far as forestland is concerned, successive 
governments have been trying to give away to the villagers the so called degraded forest land or 
land lying on the borders of the forest for agriculture purposes. Besides, nothing is done against 
those who encroach upon these lands or cut down the forests and create areas that can, over a 
period of time, be classified as degraded forestland. This phenomenon persists and the borders 
of human habitats are gradually going deep into the so called forests only because they know that 
either the Government of the day or the successive Government would regularise the degraded 
forest areas. 
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Precious little is being done to ensure that investigations in cases, where wildlife remains-only in 
the form of horns, skins and bones-have been confiscated, are conducted on priority basis through 
CID teams or specially selected investigating officers so that the man behind the poaching opera-
tions and trade, who is making millions out of this illegal activity, is caught. Generally the so-called 
poachers bribe the local people and they ensure, by using their influence-financial, administrative 
and political-to see to it that the issue dies at the seizure stage. Whenever something is seized 
from someone, he is challaned and time takes care of the witnesses. In this way cases lying pend-
ing in Law courts mostly end up with those involved in poaching getting acquitted. 

Under the present scenario, it is obvious that for saving the wildlife and protecting the forests, hon-
est efforts are needed. This would involve unpalatable decisions by those in authority and dem-
onstrate that they have the political will to annoy or to some extent cause inconvenience to those 
who are now more and more instrumental in getting the poachers kill the wildlife or whatever little 
now remains of the once prolific wildlife. 

Role of Museums in Conservation of Biodiversity through 
Non-formal Activities

Manoj K. Sharma* and S. Sethuramalingam**

Introduction

Natural History Museums are the non-formal educational institutions creating awareness of envi-
ronment among general public, students and teachers through in-door as well as outdoor activi-
ties aimed at the conservation of biodiversity. The conservation of the diversity related to varieties 
of micro and macro level organisms deserves more academic as well social attention than ever 
before during this present biodiversity crisis period. The Biodiversity Conventions, agenda 21 from 
Rio to latter Johannesburg are yet to achieve the desired results. This conservation of the diversity 
assumes greater significance in our country since India is one among the seventeen mega diver-
sity centers whose forest cover is 21 % of the geographic area. The Biodiversity bill cleared re-
cently (11-12-2002) by our Government. To control bio-piracy and clean development mechanism 
suggested by Ministry of Environment & Forests, Govt. of India gives a lot of hope to save diversity 
by creating awareness. Museums are the desired destinations and their exhibits are the delivery 
vehicles to either convey Forest Protection Act 1980 or Forest Right Act 2008 to general public as 
well research communities.

Biological Diversity and Biodiversity Education 

Biodiversity refers to number, variety and variability of all life on earth or in an area and deals with 
different ecosystems, varieties of habitats biotic communities within array of species and varieties 
of genes within a species. It is the sum of genetic, specific and ecosystem richness of the planet 
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according to shah etal (1999). Biodiversity at species level is said to be species richness in a par-
ticular area ((Shah etal 1999). Formal or non-formal education promoting the conservation of this 
biological diversity is called biodiversity awareness education.

Biodiversity status in India

India is one of the seventeen mega biodiversity centre in the entire world.  This diversity is un-
matched in sixteen agro climatic zones, ten vegetative zones and fifteen biotic provinces across 
the country. These areas form varied platform to conduct biodiversity related activities and aware-
ness programmes, since the status of biodiversity education in the area of non formal environmen-
tal education is not at appreciable level.

Biodiversity values

The value or worthiness of diversity and its education is measured always as their importance or 
significance in bringing positive changes in global, national, regional state and local levels. The 
economical, biological, ecological conceptual, scientific, physical, recreational, educational, reli-
gious, historical and cultural are the different value categories generally listed. To highlight these 
values, Natural History Museums work by four cylinders by their display and story boards.

Biodiversity loss

World vide natural stock of bio resources are depleting fast. It is generally felt that the concern for 
preservation of nature is rapidly declining among indigenous community. The gigantic spectrum of 
biodiversity and the fast changing world economics scenario like ecological globalization with eco-
logically ever unfolding newer global order make it imperative to take a serious view of current bio 
assets and unforeseen future liabilities. Most of the breeding animals vanish from the planet be-
fore genetically characterized. Ananthakrishan (1999) remarked the loss of biodiversity is the loss 
of species, genes and ecosystems. The complex erosion of ecosystem are depicted in a simple 
common man’s language at natural History Museums.

Similarly increasing amount of sediments load, effluents and pollution into the rivulets, streams 
and rivers cause serve biodegradation. Ashish Kothari (2002) reported that the Tata Energy Re-
search Institute (TERI) estimated that the economic loss due to soil degradation, diseases caused 
by pollution, pesticides and insecticides. Most of the bookish knowledge on biodiversity actually 
remains in the racks of libraries ! Natural History Museum are the media , easily take these infor-
mation to the grass root level.
Loss of diversity is found to be due to fragmentation of habitats, unscientific and unsustainable 
use of resources, man made factor, illegal hunting and poaching, unplanned constructional devel-
opmental activities, pollution, rapid increase of human population. All the above said factors are 
exhibited in the natural History Museums through their dioramas.  

Constrains in Conservation of Biological Diversity and its Education

Joshi and Joshi (1998) studied constrains involved in the conservation of biodiversity in Nepal 
forests and reported the ineffective implementation of the National level polices related to biodiver-
sity conservation. Though forestry is a state subject, the lower level awareness among rulers, local 
administration, lack of techniques, funds, shortage of man power as well resources, lesser degree 
of exchange of information- communication were his observations. In general rigid sectorial ap-
proach, minimum inter-sectorial planning and co ordination have been noticed as constraints by 
many conservators. Further it could be stated that conflicting priorities are given in the area of the 
biodiversity conservation and different resource management agencies working in the same area 
found not helpful in sustainable management. The overlapping responsibilities and lack of data 
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bank in the area of biological diversities have been further identified as few others constrains. It is 
believed an awareness created through the environmental education would be helpful to sort-it out 
such issues.

The following suggestions are made by contemporary biodiversity educators as a subject matter 
for the display in Natural History Museums

Create awareness among stakeholders.

Effective implementation of acts and develop better mechanism to enforce them.

Inventory, documentation and monitoring of endemically – exotic plants at local levels.

Maintain data bank on distribution, genome, ecological genetical characterization of species, en-
courage bio prospecting with minimal sampling. 

Conserve bio-esources bordering protected areas, sanctuaries and national parks by educating, 
creating awareness.

Continuous monitoring- bio prospecting.

Strengthening existing institutions, universities, colleges engaged in biodiversity conservation.

Networking researchers- conservators at local as well as national level.

Habitat protection and regeneration of threatened, endangered species working on in-situ, ex situ 
conservation of biodiversity.

Sharing of benefits to avoids conflicts.

Awareness education to mobilize public- teacher- students- support – devise a curriculum.

Biodiversity education through public participation, eco-development projects.

Biodiversity Education at Bhopal

Regional Museum of Natural History, Bhopal has created awareness about the biological diversity 
of Narmada River at Hoshangabad among student communities attended special Summer Na-
ture study Programme- 2009. Also the subjected participants studied the various geo-biological 
aspects of the river like water flow, phytoplankton, zooplankton, aquatic plants and animals. To en-
hance the qualitative dimension of the study experts in the field of limnology acted as a resource 
persons to identify the collections.  A simple and effective drive followed by the awareness educa-
tion, now found to be very workable in conservation. Besides as the part of biodiversity awareness 
education, RMNH, uses street plays mask making, puppetry and modeling as the tool to convey 
the messages of conservation to teaching community and this has been found to be very effective 
in imparting biodiversity awareness. 

Conclusion
Because of the social relevance, society would be more readily willing to accept and fund this type 
of biodiversity awareness education. The interest that may be generated among teaching and stu-
dent communities by any of the above suggested mechanism would enhance educational, practi-
cal and personal value significantly. This is sort of biodiversity conservation attempt made may add 
an entirely new dimension keeping genetic resources to human use in the form of food and life 
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saving medicine. Recently technical developments have opened up the commercial possibilities to 
biological Heritage. Let us wake up. Let us learn to live and share the resources of the increasingly 
interdependent single earth by the education and awareness created.
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Kids for Tigers Bhopal -A Sanctuary Asia Programme 
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Save Tigers-Save Mankind

-Bobbie Jamwal

When God created the universe, he chose our magnificent earth as the sole planet as His favou-
rite and most preferred creation and filled it with life taking into account the minutest of details. 
This flawless work of His was based on the principle of interdependence and coexistence, thereby 
giving us an endless life span to enjoy and live happily within His environ. This self sustaining 
eco-system was a marvelous gift to mankind, so that he could flourish and cherish his stay on this 
earth. Everything was provided for with a condition, that Man should not interfere with the system 
in place, which is Nature. 

Alas! It was not to be so and man had to prove his supremacy over all other beings and meddled 
with his surroundings, changing things for his own greed out of selfishness. He started killing inno-
cent and unsuspecting forms of life to make his own comfortable and this planet saw the changes 
taking place rapidly towards a global crisis today.

When God created the Bumble bee, He also created a flower for it, so that both would flourish in 
each others company and the result of that happiness is the Nectar we get today. Similarly all ex-
istence of plants depends on the insects, the birds, the animals and vice-versa - breathing pure air 
under His solar care and the change of seasons completed His life cycle so meticulously planned 
for us.
 
The Life cycle for sustenance was based on a simple system, yet so complicated for man to un-
derstand that one day his own life would be jeopardized by his undoing. Man was clearly made 
the most intelligent species out of all the inhabitants of our planet, so that he would be the care-
taker of God’s own creations, but he chose to be destructive, not realizing that any imbalance he 
would create, would making a gaping hole in the connectivity and break the chain, which would 
lead us to disaster… and we are witnessing just that… The Global warming, the food security, the 
Crop failures, the Ice Melt down, the deforestation leading to erratic weather patterns and reduc-
ing our water table. Tsunami’s have hit us time and again, Earthquakes are God’s way of telling 
us “be warned”. All this degeneration and chaos is attributed to our science and technology and 
the destruction that is done to produce against His will, we call it progress. Yes, progress for im-
mediate gains, so that our immediate generations benefit from bio-technologically produced clonal 
and engineered foods, artificially produced water which we say has minerals and then medicines 
and more medicines to set our aggravating metabolism in order. This is all done at the expense of 
cutting trees for producing more to cater for an ever increasing human population, Commerce and 
Government are just made of collective human bodies and do not have feelings, they work on a 
principle called “Bottom Line” and that should spell profit - always , so laws for humans have pre-
cedence above laws of Nature, resulting into decimation of trees, plants, animals, insects, micro-
organisms--so vital for maintaining and balancing the Ecological system of our Earth.
 
Basic life cycle that nature provided us constitutes the Predators that are on top of the food chain, 
they will monitor the population of Herbivores, which we call natures “Culling” or averaging out, 
so that the right amount of forest produce is consumed – not too much and too less. This in turn 
maintains a perfect weather pattern and the Birds and bees, insects and other organism work in 
sync together, giving natural produces in abundance, helps pollination. The forest produce and our 
crops too are maintained organically, which means lesser medical worries and we don’t lose any 
species in this chain, including Human beings.
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Our future generations will have to seriously take up these issues of technology, science and de-
structive policies designed erratically for commercial gains, Hence they must make a start today, 
as we run out of time. Every child needs to take a stand now and understand the nature and it’s 
contribution to our life, which is one of coexistence, so that they can formulate future policies on 
grave and crucial ecological issues confronting us today. This is best done by taking a walk in 
the park and by following your heart, for the brains might develop according to what is taught in 
schools, colleges and universities which is profit linked – It’s not always about Mankind alone.. 
Look around, feel it and smell the dangers – You’ll see them everywhere and You can change that 
and the message is - Save the Tigers – Save the Trees – Save Mankind.
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fldqM+rs ou vkSj ck?k ij fouk’k ds ckny
&yfyr ’kkL=h

 e/;izns’k esa cksjh&bVkjlh&gks’kaxkckn {ks= esa cgq:fi, ck?k dk Hks’k /kkj.k dj 
n’kgjs ij xk¡o&xk¡o ukprs gS vkSj ck?k dh efgek dk [kwc c[kku djrs gSaA ;g ijEijk 
ihf<+;ksa pyh vk jgh gSA vkt tc ck?kksa dh la[;k ?kVrh tk jgh gS rks bu cgq:fi;ksa dks 
ns[k iz’u mBrk gS& D;k vkxs vkus okys le; esa ge ck?k dh blh :i eas ns[ksaxsA

 vkt tks cksjh vHk;kj.; gS] mls v¡xjstksa us 1861 esa Hkkjr dh izFke lajf{kr {ks= 
?kksf’kr fd;k FkkA cksjh lriqM+k dk tks O;kid oukPNkfnr {ks= gS] ogk¡ vkt Hkh ge thfor 
taxy ns[k ldrs gSA e/;izns’k o ns’k ds vU; Hkkxksa esa tks lajf{kr {ks= gSa ogk¡ vc Hkh 
taxy thfor cps gSaA ;gh os {ks= gSa] tgk¡ ck?k cps gSA bu taxyksa dks ck?kksa dk izkd`frd 
fuokl dgk tk ldrk gS] ;gk¡ Hkh t;knk vk’oLr ugha jgk tk ldrk D;ksafd jktuhfrd 
bPNk ’kfDr dh deh ds dkj.k bu lajf{kr {ks=ksa ij euq”; dk ncko c<+rk tk jgh gSA
taxy dks thfor j[kuk gksxk %& ;g t:jh gS fd txj ge uSlfxZd okrkoj.k esa ck?kksa 
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dks cpkuk pkgrs gSa rks gesa vius taxyksa dks thfor j[kuk gksxkA thfor taxyksa ls vk’k; 
gS fd gekjs ouksa esa ,d gh LFkku ij cM+s&cM+s o`{k] NksVs >kM+] o`{kksa dh dksaiysa] ?kkl] 
ir>M+] dhM+s&edksM+s] dsapq,] iraxs frrfy;k¡] vusd izdkj dh fpfM+;k] ekalkgkjh o ?kkl ij 
vkfJr oU; izk.kh lc jgrs gksaA ;gh lc feydj bdks flLVe dh jpuk djrs gSaA
 tc ou thfor gksrs gS rks tehu dh lrg ij i;kZIr ueh jgrh gS vkSj pkjksa rjQ 
gfj;kyh vkSj ?kkl jgrh gS] tks fd fgju] lakHkj vkfn dk Hkkstu gSA bl vuqdwy ifjfLFk-
fr esa ck?k o vU; ekalkgkjh oU; izkf.k;ksa ds fy;s Hkh i;kZIr Hkkstu miyC/k jgrk gSA tc 
tehu ij ?kkl gks vkSj dsapq, o vU; lw{e tho clrs gksa rks tehu esa cjlkr ds ikuh 
dks lks[kus dh {kerk cuh jgrh gSA blls ty Lrj c<+rk gS vkSj gekjh ufn;ksa dks lky 
Hkj i;kZIr ikuh feyrk jgrk gS vU;Fkk tc ikuh cjlkrk gS rks oks lrg dh feV~Vh ysdj 
cg tkrk gSA bl izdkj ckfj’k ds ekSle esa ufn;ksa esa cgqr de le; esa cgqr vf/kd ikuh 
igq¡p tkrk gS vkSj ck<+ tSlh fLFkfr fufeZr gks tkrh gSA
 ouksa esa vkx yxus ls o txyksa dk vf/kd nksgu gksus ls Hkh ou thfor ugha jgrs 
vkSj mudh iqujksRifRr dh {kerk Hkh u”V gks tkrh gSA
e#Fky dh chp Vkiw%& ;gk¡ ;s crkuk cgqr mi;qDr gS fd ck?k ;fn vius uSlfxZd 
okrkoj.k esa lqjf{kr gSa rks lc dqN Bhd gSA ijUrq ;g ns[kus esa vk jgk gS fd gekjs 
lajf{kr ou {ks= vc rsth ls QSyrs tk jgs e#LFky ds chp Vkiw leku cps gS vkSj mudks 
tksM+us okys dkWfjMksj Hkh ;k rks u’V gks x, gS ;k fouk’k ds dxkj ij gSaA
chl yk[k lky igys vk, Ckk?k %& ck?k us i`Foh ij vius thou dk lQj yxHkx chl 
yk[k o’kZ iwoZ lcls igys ,f’k;k dh /kjrh ij ’kq: fd;k FkkA chl yk[k o’kZ vFkkZr 
pSkng gtkj yk[k fnu vkSj jkr ck?k yxkrkj ouksa esa ?kwers&fQjrs fcuk Hkkstu ds vHkko 
esa vius ’kkodksa dks ikslus vkSj viuh iztkfr o fofHkUu mi iztkfr;ksa dks cpkdj j[kus 
vkSj vkxs c<+kus esa lQy jgk gSA
dbZ iztkfr;k¡ yqIr %& ;g nq%[k dk fo’k; gS fd fiNys yxHkx ik¡p n’kdksa esa ck?k esa 
vfLrRo dks tcjnLr >Vdk yxk gSA ck?k dh dbZ mi iztkfr;k¡ tSls dSfLi;u] ckyh vkSj 
tkok ck?kksa vfLrRo esa ugha gSA lkS ls Hkh de nf{k.k phuh iztkfr ds ck?k vc phu esa cps 
gSaA buesa ls vk/ks ls vf/kd rks fpfM+;k?kjksa esa gSaA vkt lqek=k ds bUMksusf’k;u Vkiqvksa esa 
yxHkx 500&600 lqek=k ck?k gSaA blh izdkj yxHkx 1500 bUMksphuh ck?k FkkbZySaM vkSj 
mlds vklikl] yxHkx nks gtkj caxky ck?k Hkkjr ds taxyksa esa vkSj djhc 400&500 
lkbZcsfj;u ck?k :l vkSj phu ds taxyksa esa cps gSA
ik¡p izkstsDV Vkbxj%& tc ck?kksa dh x.kuk foyqIr gksrh tk jgh iztkfr;ksa esa gksus yxh rks 
Hkkjr ljdkj us 1973 esa ^izkstsDV Vkbxj* dh LFkkiuk dhA e/;izns’k dk dkUgk jk’Vªh; 
m|ku ns’k Hkj esa QSys ukS lajf{kr {ks=ksa esa ls ,d gS] tgk¡ ^izkstsDV Vkbxj* dh ’kq:vkr 
gqbZA vc e/;izns’k esa ik¡p ^izkstsDV Vkbxj* {ks= gSA ;s gSa& dkUgk] iUuk] ck¡/kox<+] isap 
vkSj lriqM+kA izns’k ds ou foHkkx ds okbYM ykbQ foax dh oU; izk.kh laj{k.k vkSj izcayu 
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dh fn’kk esa egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk gS vkSj bls dk;Z dk nk;jk foLr`r gSA
 izns’k ds okbYM ykbQ foax dk /;s; gS fd og oU; izkf.k;ksa ds laj{k.k ds fy;s 
lajf{kr {ks=ksa ds lewg dk lgh izca/ku djsa o tSo fofo/krk dks cuk, j[ksaA bl ljd-
kjh ra= dk ;g Hkh izeq[k dk;Z gS fd og cPpksa o vU; oU; izkf.k;ksa ds f’kdkj o mudh 
[kkyksa vkSj vaxksa dh rjLdjh ij jksd yxk,A
gkykr tl ds rl%& bu lkjs iz;klksa ds ckotwn vkSj lky nj lky c<+rh ;k Vl ls el 
u gksus okyh ck?kksa dh la[;k n’kkZrs ^ck?k lsUll* ds vk¡dM+ksa ds ckotwn tc okbYM ykbQ 
fo’ks”kKksa us ik;k fd vusd lajf{kr {ks=ksa esa ck?k foyqIr gksrs tk jgs gSaA rc tkdj 2005 
esa Hkkjr ljdkj us ns’k Hkj esa ck?k ^,fLVes’ku* dh ubZ rduhd fnlEcj 2005 esa ‘kq# dh 
vkSj Qjojh 2006 rd tcjnLr ^MkVk* bdV~Bk fd;k x;k ;g rduhd nsgjknwu ds ^ok-
bYM ykbQ baLVhV~;wV vkWQ bafM;k* us fodflr dh FkhA blesa tks rF; lkeus vk, gSa os 
pkSadkus okys gSaA
flQZ pkj lkS ck?k cps%& tgk¡ fiNys Vkbxj lsUll esa izns’k esa 710 Vkbxj crk, e, Fks] 
ogk¡ izkjafHkd ljdkjh izkstD’ku ds ¼MCY;wvkbZvkbZ dk vkadyu½ vuqlkj vc dsoy 400 ds 
dSV lewg esa ck?k lcls cM+h iztkfr gSA Hkkjr esa ik, tkus okys caxky Vkbxj blh izt-
kfr dh mi&iztkfr gSA ck?k izkd`frd Hkkstu J`a[yk dh ,d egRoiw.kZ dM+h gS vkSj mldk 
LFkku tSls fijkfeM ds loksZPp f’k[kj ij gSA ck?k vius uSlfxZd {ks= esa vdsys gh lkaHkj] 
fgju] xkSj] taxyh lwvj vkfn dk f’kdkj djrs gSaA tc os cw<+s] chekj ;k t[eh gks tkrs 
gSa rks os bUlku vFkok taxyksa es pjus xbZ xk;sa ;k HkSlksa ij Hkh vkØe.k dj nsrs gSaA ,sls 
ck?kksa dks ujHk{kh dgk¡ fn;k tkrk gSA
taxy dk jktk %& taxyksa esa ,d uj ck?k dk {ks= 60 ls 100 oxZ fdeh rd QSyk jgrk 
gS vkSj og bl {ks= dh nwljs ck?kksa ls ,d gky esa igjsnkjh djrk gSA ,d nwljs ck?kksa ls 
gj gky esa igjsnkjh djrk gSA ,d eknk ck?k dk {ks= djhc 20 oxZ fdeh gksrk gSA vusd 
ckj uj vkSj eknk ck?k ds {ks= ,d nwljs esa feys jgrs gSaA ijurq nks uj ck?kksa ds {ks= 
ges’kk vyx&vyx gh gksrk gSA ;fn dksbZ uj ck?k nwljs uj ck?k ds {ks= ij vfrØe.k 
djus dh dksf’k’k djrk gS rks nksuksa ds chp tedj ;q) Hkh gksrk gS vkSj fdlh blesa tku 
Hkh gksrk gS vkSj fdlh blesa tku Hkh tk dlrh gSA uj ck?k vius {ks= dh igpku o`{kksa ij 
[kjksap yxkdj ;k ew= ls cuk, j[krs gSaA
 euq’; gS ck?kksa ds fy, [krjk%& ;g loZfofnr gS fd euq”; gh ck?kksa ds fy, lcls 
cM+k [krjk gSA taxyksa ij vc euq”; dk tcjnLr ncko gSA blds dbZ dkj.k gSaA tsls 
tykÅ o bekjrh ydM+h] y?kq ouksit ftlesa izeq[k gSa& rsanwiRrk] lky ds cht] egqvk] 
vk¡oyk] xksan vkfn dh c<+rh ek¡x vkSj blds lkFk gh lkFk ouHkwfe dk nwljs dk;ksZa ds fy, 
^Mk;o’kZu* o [ksrh ds fy, ouksa dh va/kk/kq¡/k dVkbZ o vkx dk yxk;k tkukA ouksa dk 
fujUrj gks jgk vfrØe.k pjkbZ ds fy, mudk va/kk/kq¡/k o csjksdVksd mi;ksx rFkk ouksa ij 
vkfJr yksxksa }kjk ouksa esa ckj&ckj vkx yxk;k tkuk Hkh ouksa ds fouk’k ds dkj.k gSaA
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fldqM+rs ou %& rsth ls gksrs fouk’k ds dkj.k gekjs ou fldqM+ jgs gSaA bl izdkj ck?kksa 
ds jgus dk uSlfxZd LFkku de gks jgk gS vkSj nwljh vkSj mudk f’kdkj Hkh gks jgk gSA 
e/;izns’k ^Vkbxj lsy* tks fd ou foHkkx o iqfyl foHkkx dk ,d feyktqyk laxBu gS] 
ds vuqlkj izns’k ds vusd ftys tSls flouh] eaMyk] ckyk?kkV] iUuk] Nrjiqj] tcyiqj] 
gks’kaxkckn] cSrwy vkfn f’kdkj dh leL;k ls cqjh rjg xzflr gSaA ck?k o vU; fcYyh 
iztkfr ds oU; izkf.k;ksa dh [kky] gfM~M;k¡ o vU; vaxksa dh rLdjh djus okys izeq[k rLdj 
lalkj pan ds rkj Hkh e/;izns’k esa QSys gq, gSaA fiNys vusd o”kksZa ls yxkrkj dbZ ck?k o 
vU; oU; izkf.k;ksa ds f’kdkj ds izdj.k] ftuesa dbZ lalkj pan ls Hkh tqM+s gSa] jftLVj fd, 
x, gsaA mu ij dk;Zokgh gks jgh gSA
‘’ksj ds vaxksa dh ek¡x%& tgk¡ rd ck?k o vU; oU; izkf.k;ksa ds f’kdkj dk loky gS rks 
;s lkspus dk fo”k; gS fd turk dks ;g rks crk fn;k tkrk gS fd fdruh [kkys tCr 
gqbZ] ij mudh gfMM~;ksa o vU; vaxksa ds ckjs esa dgha ftØ Hkh ugha gksrkA blh dkj.k 
bu ewd izkf.k;ksa dk lcls vf/kd f’kdkj gksrk gSA lkekU; ukxfjdksa dks ;s Hkh tku ysuk 
t:jh gS fd f’kdkj ds ekeyksa esa vfHk;kstu rks ’kq: gks tkrk gS] dqN yksx idM+s Hkh rks 
gSa] [kkysa Hkh tCr gksrh gS ij ns[kus esa ;g T;knkrj vkrk gS fd lcwr bdV~Bk djus esa 
cgqr [kkfe;k¡ jg tkrh gSaA lcwrksa esa vHkko esa os HkstM+ pky pyrh tk¡p ds dkj.k eqtfje 
vf/kdka’k rkSj ij NwV tkrs gSaA NwVdj ;s f’kdkjh nqckjk de ij yx tkrs gSaA dqN efgyk 
f’kdkjh Hkh iq:”kksa ds lkFK bl dk;Z ls tqM+h jgrh gS vkSj os ^VªSi* esa Q¡ls ck?kksa dks MaMs 
ls ihV&ihVdj csjgeh ls ekj nssrh gSaA
ou izca/ku esa [kkfe;k¡%& tgk¡ ck?kksa ds f’kdkj ij iwjh rjg jksd yxkuk t:jh gS ogha ouksa 
ds izca/ku dh vksj Hkh vf/kd /;ku nsus dh t:jr gSA ou izca/ku esa dbZ [kkfe;k¡ ns[kh 
tk ldrh gSA ,d vkSj ouksa esa ydM+h dh pksjh o csjksdVksd pjkbZ o [kfutksa dk va/kk/
kq¡/k vR[kuu gks jgk gS ogha vkx ls taxyks dks cpkus ds mik, Hkh Bhd ls ugha viuk, tk 
jgs gSaA ouksa dh vkx jksdus ds fy, ljdkj ls tks /ku miyC/k djk;k tkrk gS mls ou 
lfefr;ksa esa ck¡V fn;k tkrk gSA ;s iSlk izk;% jktuhfrd jSfy;ksa esa [kpZ gks tkrk gS vkSj 
ljdkjh rkSj ij ;g izekf.kr dj fn;k tkrk gS fd dsUnz ls izkIr /ku dk mi;ksx lgh 
fn’kk esa fd;k x;k gSA
vHkh Hkh tkxsa%& bu lkjh ifjfLFkfr;ksa esa ck?kk ij fouk’k ds ckny e¡Mjk jgs gSaA ij vHkh 
Hkh nsj ugha gqbZ gSA ;g euq”; ij gh fuHkZj djrk gS fd oks ck?k dks cpkdj viuh vkus 
okyh ihf<+;ksa dk Hkfo’; lqjf{kr djsA
 
^
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ck?kizns’k* esa ck?kksa dk laj{k.k ,d jk’Vªh; iquhr dk;Z gS
&jkeHkqou flag dq’kokg

ftl ckr dks Hkkjrh; euh’kh lfn;ksa ls dgrk vk jgk gS] mls vk/kqfud foKku viuh 
>sai feVkrk gqvk vc ekuus yxk gS fd lEiw.kZ txr esa dksbZ Hkh oLrq fujFkZd ugha gSa 
izd`fr esa izR;sd tho gh ugha rks izR;qd oLrq mi;ksxh gSa l`f’V esa ckgj ls fofo/krk Hkys 
gh fn[krh gks] ij vanj ls muesa vn~Hkqr leUo; vkSj ,drk gSA vk/kqfud foKku ds tud 
ekus tkus okys vYcVZ vkbaLVhu us tgk¡ ;g fl) fd;k gS fd tks fo’kkyrk vkSj fofo/krk 
ckg~; txr esa gS] ogh fLFkfr vartZxr esa O;kIr gSA vkbaLVhu us foKku esa vk/;kfRedrk 
ds n’kZu fd,] blhfy, mls yksx oSKkfud ls T;knk nk’kZfud ekurs gSaA muds bl dk;Z 
dks dqN lhek esa dkWYQksfuZ;k fo’ofo|ky; ds HkkSfrd foKkuh fÝV~t+vkWQ dkijk us vkxs 
c<+k;kA mUgksaus dksbZ ,d ntZu ‘kks/kiw.kZ iqLrdksa esa tSo fofo/krk ds fl)kUr dks ekU;rk 
nsdj mls O;kogkfjd veyhtkek iguk;kA mudh 1975 esa vkbZ ^rkvks vkWQ fQftDl* 
iqLrd us tgk¡ nqfu;k dks izd`fr vkSj thou dks ns[kus dk u;k ut+fj;k fn;k] ogha 1975 
esa izdkf’kr ^Vfu±x ikWb±V* us tSls oSKkfudksa dks lkspus dh fn’kk gh cny nhA lu~ 1982 esa 
^n osc vkWQ ykbQ* us oSKkfud ’kks/k vkSj Hkkjrh; fopkj dks ,d /kjkry ij leUo; ds 
lkFk [kM+k dj fn;kA
esjk ;gk¡ dgus dk vk’k; ;g gS fd O;fDr ds vfLrRo ds fy, izd`fr i;kZoj.k vkSj oU; 
izkf.k;ksa dk laj{k.k vko’;d gSA ,d le; Hkkjr esa phfV;ksa dks vkVk vkSj iaf{k;ksa dks nkuk 
pqxkus dh ijEijk Fkh] mlh Hkkjr esa vius LokFkks± ds [kkfrj lcls cy’kkyh oU;izk.kh ck?k 
dk f’kdkj ’kku vkSj Lokn ds fy, fd;k tkus yxk vkSj fujhg oU; izk.kh dh gR;k djds 
vius iq#”kkFkZ dk izn’kZu djus yxkA tcfd ge HkyhHkkafr tkurs gSa fd oU; izkf.k;ksa ds 
vfLrRo ij gh ekuo dk vfLrRo fVdk gSA ;gh ugha rks isM+ tks dHkh oU; izkf.k;ksa ds 
laj{kd gqvk djrs Fks] os cM+h ek=k esa dkVs tkus yxs vkSj ouksa ds fcuf”V dh dgkuh 
taxyh tkuojksa dh fouk’kyhyk cu xbZA
^Vkbxj lsUll vkWQ bafM;k* dh rkt+k fjiksVZ ds vuqlkj Hkkjr ds taxyksa esa 1411 ls 
1706 ck?k ekStwn gSaA e/;izns’k 2006 rd ^VkbZxj LVsV* ds :i esa ekuk tkrk Fkk vkSj 
vc yxrk gS mldh ;g xn~nh [krjs esa gSA e/;izns’k dk ;g lEeku dukZVd dks tkrk 
fn[krk gSA vc e/;izns’k ’kklu bl vksj lpsr gSa rks ljdkjh ds lkFk ^vljdkjh* iz;kl 
Hkh rsth ls ’kq: gks x, gSaA bl fn’kk esa tutkx`fr vkSj tufparu vko’;d gSA vk’kk dh 
tkrh gS fd vxys dqN o’kks± esa dqN vPNs urhts lkeus vk ldrs gSaA
e/;izns’k dk foa/;{ks= jhok dHkh ^lQsn ’ksj* ds fy, lqizfl) FkkA taxyksa dh csgrk’kk 
dVkbZ vkSj ’ksj dh f’kdkj ds >wBs nEHk vkSj fQj oU; izkf.k;ksa ds vaxksa dh rLdjh djus 
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okyksa us foa/; ds vf/kdrj Hkw&Hkkx dks ^flagfoghu* dj fn;k gSA jhok ds rRdkyhu egk 
jktk ekr±Mflag us 1951 esa iqu% lQsn ’ksjksa dks ykus dk iz;kl fd;k Hkh rks mudk ;g 
ifo= dk;Z jktuhfr dk f’kdkj gks x;kA mlds ckn jktuhfr esa rks ^lQsn ’ksj* pfpZr jgs 
ij gekjs ouksa ls xk;c gksrs pys x,A
Hkkjr ,d le; ou vkPNkfnr ns’k ekuk tkrk Fkk vkSj vkneh o i’kq i{kh feydj 
lg&vfLrRo ds fl)kUr ds vuq:i jgrs FksA vkt Hkh Hkkjr esa Lruik;h dh 350] iaf{k;ksa 
vkSj jsaxus okys tUrqvksa dh 408] mHk;pjksa dh 187] eNfy;ksa dh 2546] dhVksa dh 57548 
vkSj ikS/kksa dh 45286 iztkfr;k¡ gSaA gekjs ;gk¡ euksgkjh vkSj reke rjg dh fofo/krkvksa ls 
Hkjs taxy gSaA Hkkjr dh x.kuk nqfu;k ds tSo fofo/krk ls lEiUu ns’kksa esa izeq[krk ls dh 
tkrh gSA ns’k ds yxHkx ,d pkSFkkbZ HkwHkkx esa ou gS] ftuesa 606 oU; izkf.k;ksa ds fy, 
vkjf{kr vH;kj.; gSaA e/;izns’k dks rks ^Vkbxj izns’k* dgk gh blfy, tkrk gS D;ksafd 
gekjs ;gk¡ ^taxy dk jktk* dgk tkus okys ck?k dk lkezkT; FkkA lu 2006 esa e/; izns’k 
ds taxyksa esa 257 ck?k ns[ks x, FksA ij vkt ftrus Vkbxj vH;kj.; esa gksus pkfg, mrus-
Vkbxj ugha gSaA ck/kox<+] dkUgk] isap vkSj iUuk esa vH;kj.; ds fy, cgqr cM+k Hkw&Hkkx rks 
miyC/k gS ij cM+h fcYyh iztkfr dk ck?k rks D;k NksVh fcYyh Hkh unkjn gksrh utj vk 
jgh gSA
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CIHWFF 2012 PANORAMA

1. Climate Change – An Untold Story, 52 Minutes, English --- A collection of short films commis-
sioned by the British Embassy.
- Climate’s First Orphans by Nila Madhab Panda – As the Global debate on climate change heats 
up, this film tells the story of 20,000 homeless villagers in the coastal districts of Orissa, whose 
existence has been wiped out by the rising sea level. 
- The Weeping Apple Tree by Vijay S. Jodha – This Film illustrates the complex issue of climate 
change by focusing on the shifting apple-growing belt in Himachal Pradesh. 
- A Degree of concern by Syed Fayaz – This Film Looks at the implications of climate change on 
Glaciers, and how artificial Glaciers are improving the water supply of Ladakh for now. 
- A Green Agony by Geeta Singh – This film explores the unique ecosystem of the sundarbans and 
analyses the impact of global climate change on this Indian coastal zone. 

2. Preserve the Future – Conserving India’s Wild Heritage: UK Environment Film Fellowship (Com-
pilation of 7 short films)
- The Last Dance (10 min; 2006; English); Director: Ashima Narain
Though entitled to the same protection as the tiger, the sloth bear is often captured and made to 
dance. Through a rescue operation and the surrender of a dancing bear, The Last Dance shows 
how this crime can be brought to an end. 
 - The Hunted (15 min; 2007; English); Director: Jay Mazoomdar
India is the tiger’s best chance for survival. But even here its future looks threatened. In The Hunt-
ed, tiger hunters tell their story. The film seeks hope for most effectively curbing the tiger trade by 
offering the tribal hunter a new way of life. 
 - Turtles in a Soup (10 min; 2008; English); Director: Kalpana Subramanian
Though richly diverse, many species of freshwater turtles are heading towards extinction. Turtles 
in a Soup is the untold story of a silent crime - the illegal trade of freshwater turtles. 
- The Silenced Witness (10 min; 2008; English); Directors: P. Balan & Radha R.
About 60 per cent of the world’s Asian elephants live in India, but their survival is under threat. 
Filmed by Wildscreen Award winning directorial team, The Silenced Witness attempts to bring out 
why. 
- Diminishing Resources (15 min; 2007; English); Directors- Himanshu Malhotra & Sabina Kidwai
The coral reefs are under threat from an endless string of assaults - souvenir markets, aquariums, 
coral constructions. Diminishing Resources seeks to sensitise audiences to the threats faced by 
Coral reefs.
 - Once there was a Purple Butterfly (10 min; 2008; English); Director: Sonya V. Kapoor
The film focuses on the crimes against butterflies. This small species quietly becomes extinct. The 
film travels from remote regions of India to outbound destinations investigating the reasons for this 
wildlife crime. 
- Leopards in the Lurch (15 min; 2008; English); Director: Gurmeet Sapal
Not professional poachers, but common village folks are the major perpetrator of crime against 
leopards. Leopards in the Lurch captures the cat’s threatening as well as threatened existence in 
Uttarakhand.

3. ‘THE TIGERS, THEY’RE ALL DEAD’  By Ms. Reema Sengupta
15 min political satire, English.
‘The Tigers, They Are All Dead’ is a political satire. It is a panoramic reaction of Mumbai to the 
death of India’s last tiger under undisclosed circumstances. The protagonist of the film, a 3 year 
old child, tries all he can to bring back his favourite animal while everyone else, from politicians 
and policemen to religious leaders, react in their own idiosyncratic ways to the incident. The short 
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film addresses important issues such as politicization of religion, superstition, nature of discus-
sions on 24-hour news channels, terrorism, media saturated nature of our world, hypocrisy of 
those in power and the desensitization of the people of a city that has taken too many hits to care 
anymore.

4. The Earth Savers
Earth Savers is a series of 6 fully animated documentaries, available in both 8 and 14 minutes 
long versions, that introduce you to some unique people. Each film relate real-life stories of people 
who have contributed in a unique way making planet Earth a better place. We have interviewed 
the actual people involved; in the films their words will be ”spoken” by animated characters. Dis-
cover the heroes you never knew existed – meet the Earth Savers!

1. Virunga’s Last Mountain Gorillas: Can Dr. Emmanuel de Merode, a Belgian prince, ensure the 
survival of the world’s 700 remaining mountain gorillas? Appointed director of the Virunga National 
Park in August 2008, he has been involved in nature conservation in the Congo for the past 15 
years. Follow his work in an area where civil war never seems to end.

2. Price of an Eco System: Douglas and Kris Tompkins decided to become full-time environmental 
activists after selling their businesses. In order to protect endangered rainforests they bought land 
in Chile and Argentina and donated it to the governments – 2,2 million acres to be precise, about 
the same size as the country of Cyprus.

3. Back From Near Extinction: Leatherback turtles were being butchered on the beaches of Trini-
dad and were on a fast track to extinction. Suzan Baptiste, a local woman, just couldn’t stand by 
and witness the slaughter. She started patrolling the beaches herself despite all threats and slowly 
the population of leatherbacks started to increase.

4. Architecture of Trash: Rebel, visionary and garbage warrior, Mike Reynolds has been called 
many things. He’s an educated architect but his buildings are far from conventional. They’re called 
“Earthships” and what makes them unique is not only that they are built out of garbage; they are 
also environmentally friendly and 100% self-sustainable homes.

5. No Blue - No Green: Meet Dr. Sylvia Earle. Seventy-four years old, she has spent her entire life 
trying to save the world’s dying oceans. Our oceans are the source of most of the oxygen in the 
Earth’s atmosphere. They are also home to 97% of all life on Earth. No water, no life! No blue, no 
green!

6. The Indian Tiger Boy: Madhav Subrahmanyam is a 12-year-old boy on a mission. Get to know 
him and follow his struggle to save the last wild Bengal tigers in India. This is a fight against time, 
fought by a few deeply dedicated heroes.

5. The Truth About Tigers:  Director: Shekar Dattatri. Duration: 40 Minutes.
The tiger, India’s National Animal, is disappearing at an alarming rate from our forests.  Govern-
ment estimates reveal that there may be fewer than 1500 left.  Why have India’s tigers declined 
so drastically?  What exactly are the problems facing their conservation?  And are there any solu-
tions to the crisis?  These and many other questions are answered succinctly in ‘The Truth about 
Tigers’, an educational documentary by award-winning wildlife and conservation filmmaker, Shekar 
Dattatri.  The film also provides useful pointers on how ordinary citizens can contribute towards 
saving the tiger.

6. Sandesh Kadur’s North-Eastern Diaries: Chapter 1: Kaziranga :
Director: Chinmay Rane | Producer: Sandesh Kadur
Genre: Documentary | Produced In: 2010 | Story Teller’s Country: India
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Join Sandesh Kadur as he goes on a mission to document the natural and cultural treasures of 
the Eastern Himalayas. For years, this region was considered too volatile, too dangerous to allow 
outsiders. As a result, very little was known of the wildlife and people of this region. In this series of 
short films, Sandesh Kadur, a wildlife photographer and film-maker with a passion for conservation 
explores these remote regions on a quest to document some of the rare inhabitants from golden 
langurs to clouded leopards in a hitherto unseen region of India. Technology: this is also perhaps 
the first wildlife film made primarily with the use of the new breed of HD DSLR cameras.

Also…

Project Tiger-Ensuring Survival                                      Naresh Bedi
 
 
Amongst Tigers and Elephant
(Wild Adventures—Ballooning with Bedi Brothers          Naresh Bedi
 
 
Battle to save the Tiger                                      Mike Birkhead

Touching the issue

Anil Yadav 
Email:- anilyadav@india.com

Mr. Yadav’s film for the panorama section is Pardhies: The Unheard Voice

Before the enforcement of Wild Life Protection Act, Pardhis  would earn their lively-
hood from hunting wild animals . Their Business of “Flash Trading” had its accep-
tance in society. They would protect crops from the herbivores and help the rulers 
in hunting. The Kings and Nawabs would appoint Chitah Pardhi to train Chitahas in 
their shelter. Due to the Wildlife Protection Act, what used to be a traditional means 
of sustenance for the Pardhis became a criminal offence overnight. In the absence 
of any other skill the poor and illiterate Pardhis started poaching. They still indulge in 
illegal hunting. These day’s they have become infamous for the poaching of Tigers.  
Their Children, who are deprived of basic amenities, have no option but to learn the 
traditional skills from their parents to earn their livelihood.

Experts joining the CIHWFF 2012 Panel discussion at Regional Museum of 
Natural History, Bhopal on February 27 (2 p.m. to 5 p.m.)

Mr. Bittu Sahgal

An Environmental activist and writer, is the founding editor of Sanctuary Asia, India’s 
premier wildlife and ecology magazine. He is a member of the National Board for 
Wildlife of the Ministry of Environment and Forests (India). He is also at the forefront 
of the battle to protect India from the worst impacts of climate change.  He founded 
Sanctuary Asia in 1981 and also the Cub Magazine. He has authored numerous 
books on wildlife and has produced over 30 conservation-related documentaries.
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Mr. Sahgal also founded Kids for Tigers, the Sanctuary Tiger Programme in the 
year 2000. It is a mass contact campaign that reaches out to over 650 schools in 
15 Indian cities and covers over a million children. Kids for Tigers wishes to convey 
to adults that: “The tiger will only be saved if its forests are saved. By saving these 
forests, India protects over 600 of its purest rivers and in the process the forests se-
quester and store carbon in the most effective way possible.”

Dr. Gowri Ramnarayan

With PhD in Comparitive Aesthetics, she has enacted quite a few roles. As a colum-
nist, she writes on literature, theatre, cinema and Indian Classical Music. She has 
written three books and has directed plays like Rural Phantasy, Dark Horse- Walk-
ing Down Arun Kotlakar’s Lane and The Flame of the Forest. She has also been a 
vocal accompanist to MS Subbulakshami’s concerts. She is also a member of the 
FIPRESCI [Fédération Internationale de la Presse Cinématographique 
International] or Federation of Film Critics Jury, an international association of film 
critics.

Mr. Sundeep Srivastav

Senior Project Manager CMS Vatavaran. He has 23 years of experience in the field 
of theatre, radio, television, films, print media and programme management. His pro-
file includes coordinating and implementing CMS programmes and projects, logistics 
management, promotions and publicity, audience outreach, software or educational 
material development and overall coordination.

The jury for the CIHWFF 2012 competitive section is headed by:

Mr. Rajendra Janglay

Creative Director (Films) with Madhya Pradesh Madhyam  a multi-media agency of 
the Government of Madhya Pradesh. He is a renowned filmmaker and cinematog-
rapher, who has made over 100 documentary and short films. He has won four Na-
tional Awards. 
He has won the National Film Award for “Sankalp” - best documentary film on social 
issues – 1988; National Film  Award for “Baiga” -best anthropological film, 1990;
National Film  Award for “Rendezvous with Time” - best promotional film, 2006;
Indian Critic Award for “Raga of river Narmada” at 10th Mumbai International Film 
Festival 2008; certificate of merit in IDPA film award 2007 & National Film Award for 
best cinematography 2006.
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